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Greek band Elysion .are returning with ol

etter. It is a band we have
spoken to beforg’So lets leave the history in
he previous arti¢iédand have a look at what
his band is up to’no
. ger Christidnna some questions about
e new glbl{ﬁi%qd som er stuff.
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Elysion’s debut album ”Silent
Scream” was released in decem-
ber 2009, now more than four
years later they have released
their second album which goes
by the name “Someplace Bet-
ter”. Four years is a long time, so
why the long wait? Christianna
points out that it was never in
their minds to have this long a
wait but they didn’t want to rush
things either.

- It just happened and we don’t
regret it at all because we are
100% happy with the final result
and enjoyed the entire procedure
a whole lot. Let’s hope our point
of view and people’s welcome
collide.

In our review we pointed out that
the band has evolved quite a bit
since the release of their debut
album. The band having been
working for a long time with this
album so how do they think they
have evolved from their own
point of view?

- We certainly spent a lot of time
together as a band,this was a great
gain in ”“team experience points”.
This current lineup has remained
stable for many years now so we
are quite self aware and know
our strengths and weaknesses. I
also feel that we are more certain
of our identity and of what Ely-
sion is about.

With such a long time between
the albums our reviewer noti-
ced a difference, and a better al-
bum this time around. According
to Christianna the albums can
been seen as something of a time
capsule, each representing the
band perfectly at that moment in
time. There are no life changing
alteration, just Elysion four years
later.

- ”Silent Scr3am” might have
been a bit softer in sound, a bit

more gothic even. ”“Someplace
Better” has no dramatical change
to it but to my ears is much more
intense as an album, totally fresh
in sound and very groovy which
is just what we need for the songs
to come out wonderfully when
played live.

Someplace Better

”"Someplace Better” is as stated
the second album by Elysion and
it is an optimistic journey accor-
ding to Christianna, it is like the
title say: an album taking you so-
meplace better.

- It's a very optimistic journey,
even the songs which are way
sentimental leave me with a sen-
se of hope. I love the fact that it’s
an album that can get my spirit
up rather than brink me down.
Metal with a sense of hope, isn’t
that sacrilege according to some
purists. Metal should be depres-
sive and all of that but "Some-
place Better” isn’t, and this from
a band coming from a dark black
hole in European economy which
probably has had some very large
social implications as well. Which
is why they wanted to keep their
album a positive one as a coun-
terpart to that reality in which
they live.

- The overall sense of hope is
obvious in the entire album so i
think the title works perfectly.
We wanted everything from the
sound itself to the title and the
artwork to be positive, a promise
of an energetic and hopeful ride.
It also carries a positive attitude
towards the general dark place
our homeland has been lying in
for the last difficult years, so this
was an additional reason why we
wanted to maintain a positive at-
titude which was reflected in the
title.

Our review was very positive
and there are many great songs
on this album according to this
review. But our reviewer (namely
this writer) still had an fairly easy

q

time picking out the favourite
song, Christianna has not.

- All songs that made it to the al-
bum have something strong to
say so it's almost impossible to
choose, maybe we’ll have a clea-
rer view when it comes down to
which song comes out better live.
However,it's a fact that i still can-
not get over The Promise and feel
like crying every time we rehear-
se it.

One the question if they are
pleased with the album Chris-
tianna has to laugh a bit. And it
sure is a fairly silly question but
itis always fun to get the answers
to those silly questions. And of
course Elysion or satisfied why
else would they release the al-
bum?

- Have you ever received a nega-
tive answer from a band that has
actually just released their new
album? Honestly though, we
wouldn’t release anything that is
not 100% compatible with what
we are. We have waited so long
for “Someplace Better” to come
out and the least we could do was
to make sure we did the best we
could for the album.

Reception

In light of a musical journey go-
ing from one point to another in
the landscape of musical crea-
tion, there are some destinations
that are better than other. Which
destinations that are better varies
greatly with whom the beholder
is, bands often state that their la-
test work is their best to date but
are they really? Well, it always
depends and most of the time I
would say that they are not, we
often form relations to certain al-
bums due to certain circumstan-
ces and these remain the best for
us no matter what follows after-
wards for the band. But to these
questions there aren’t really any
correct answers, just answers and
the answer given from Christian-
na on the question if “Someplace
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Better” was better than the prede-
cessor was interesting.

- We are huge fans of ”Silent
Scr3am” and still haven’t got bo-
red playing it over and over. In
fact I still discover new things i
like in it. "Someplace Better” is
who we are today and I totally
relate to it, when it comes to both
music and lyrics. I could never
say which album is better, I don’t
even think such a question really
stands when it comes to musical
journeys, there is no ideal desti-

nation and each gets to pick his
favourite.

With this most can probably agree
to some extent or another, but the
question is valid considering that
bands might make things that
aren’t really that exciting to them
when looking back on it. Though
Elysion still has only two albums
which follow a straight line so far
so they might not end up in such
a situation but I know of bands
that have as well.

With that band very pleased, the
great thing would of course be if

the media and the fans was very
pleased as well, so what about the
reaction from those. Our research
shows that reviews are generally
favourable with half very favou-
rable and the other half little less
so. There was one review saying
it was weak that I could find of
about fifteen so in Hallowed’s
view it seems as though they
have done a positive impact on
the reviewers.

- Overall Elysion is a very blessed
band for receiving such a warm
welcome even since our debut
album had come out. We would
be ungrateful to say we are not

pleased with the way people have
responded to our music, which
from the beginning, caused us
to be even more careful and re-
sponsible about what we do. We
take small steps but we are in no
hurry, as long as we make mu-
sic we consider good everything
goes according to the plan. I'll try
to be as objective as possible and
say that although most feedback
which reaches us is wonderful, it
is not likely that everyone likes
what we do, not all people and
certainly not all media. We abso-
lutely have no problem with that,
as long as we are true to oursel-
ves we are open to all kinds of
criticism.

Future plans

At the time of the interview
Christianna was already pack-
ing her suitcase, which is either
a very female thing to do or very
good planning. This as they still
had no dates and places set for
where they were to show off their
live skills with their new and
amazing songs. But a tour is sure
to be materialised she says so I
guess you all have to read on that
news someplace better than here.
- I am more than thrilled about
it because by the way it already
sounds while we rehearse, the
whole album is gonna have one
hell of a live energy! So,we don’t
know exact dates and places yet
but great news is on the way.

He guess is that they will start
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with a greek tour and then they
will head beyond the borders into
Europe and maybe more but the
venues and places isn’t really the
thing for Christianna, she states
that the emotion is what matters.
The moment is the thing.

- If there is one magic moment
that i get to feel so overwhelmed
with this exchange of emotion
with people, then this is what i
daydream about, be it in any ve-
nue I don’t care.

With this rehearsing and touring
as the immediate plans for Elysi-
on, what about further forwards?
is there any plans laid for what is
coming next? According to Chris-
tianna there are many plans but
nothing they want to share with
us, not until it becomes a reality.
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But she lets us know that if they
get their will we should not have
to wait another four years for the
next effort by Elysion. Lets hope
that is correct for the sake of their
fans.

And with that we thank Christi-
anna and Elysion for this time, for
this interview and all the fascina-
ting answers we have been given.
So lets just leave the final words
to our interviewee and wish them
luck on their upcoming adventu-
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res.
- There is yet much to be said but
talk is cheap... I can “blab” fore-
ver but instead we make music so
that we can let it speak for all we
hide inside and wish to let out.
Let me once more thank you for
this great discussion and invite
all of you guys to take this new
trip with us, we need you on-
board! Metal hails to you all!
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