+
i f
T

®
" 3 -

s that french people are not the best when i T%
glish. Pierre La Pape the main man of Melte ace
e of those not so prominent at the € N

spoken form as he did apologise
en form his stories work rather
review. Therefore it v
nd ti speak with u
Ited uhile parkin




WRITTEN BY: DANIEL KALLMALM
PHOTOS: PIERRE LE PAPE BY WILFRIED
HAILLOT, THE REST PRESS PHOTOS WITH
NO CREDITS ATTACHED

PUBLISHED ON 2013-08-24

So what is happening in the mel-
ted space world? A new EP cal-
led ”Between” has seen the light
of day a while ago and the work
of a new album is in its infancy.
But let us forego that information
for a while as I doubt that many
of you knows this band so let us
present Melted Space. It was a
personal project by Le Pape that
was created in 2007 as something
of a school project where he could
work on his production and com-
position.

- I released a first album, an in-
strumental one that was a home
production that was only relea-
sed for my family and for my
friends.

Then about two years after
that the Melted Space opera was
founded, it was a long project
from the first stroke of the pen
until the album finally saw the
light of day in 2012.

- First I composed one song
with several voices and four years
later I had completed the album.

An album called “From the
Past”, a real opera with thirty
musicians helping Pierre. A big
project for one man, especially
one with apparently little expe-
rience in the business. It worked
out fine and now the small album
"Between” is out. One might
think that metal operas are main-
ly for crazy German guys and
dutch gentlemen, so why does a
french guy try his hand on such a
complex venture?

- It came naturally because it
was that musical form that I had
in my head and I wanted to create
real emotive and really massive
project. Like a movie, with many
characters so the opera was the
only musical form for me. I also
have a classical education and
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knew operas like Don Juan by
Mozart or the Wagner ones and
as [ am also a fan of Ayreon and
Avantasia I knew that it already
exists in metal so I created mine.
But of course there are chal-
lenges working with so many
people, one of which is time re-
quired as it is not something that
comes easily with all people in-
volved and their schedules. Pierre
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says that the experience from the
first album has made it easier for

him to work on this second effort,
then he managed about thirty pe-
ople so he thinks he knows how
to manage it better nowadays.

- It is not very difficult but it
takes a long time because of the
schedules for all those people it
can be difficult to plan it but it is
not difficult to do. There is a lot

of waiting involved. For example
I had to work over a year with
“Between” from the first contacts
was taken until it was all finished.
But last time it was four years so
now it is faster.

Between

The most recent project ”Bet-
ween” features prominent guests
like Liv Kristine of Leave’s Eyes

and Ashmedi of Melechesh as
well as some other not so well
known guests. “Between” is what
the name indicates, an interlude
between the debut album and the
next album. It tells a story in the
established Melted Space world.

- The story is about Romulus
and Remus the founders of rome
and they talk about the human
story in the melted space where
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they can live as brothers and so
one. At the same time there is
Liv Kristine who is She-Wolf, she
speaks with Janus the two-faced
god who wants to make her a
true god. I will detail the true god
concept in the next album.

Pierre explains that the stories
on “Between” are short stories to
develop this world of the Melted
Space and also develop the inte-
ractions between the characters
of the story. It builds background
for the main story.

For making such interaction
you also needs actors to play the
roles of the characters, such as
said Liv Kristine and Ashmedi
who are the major names present
on “Between”. But how to select
these characters? Pierre explains
that it begins at the idea stage
where he gets the idea on how
the role should be presented.

- Then when writing the story
and composing the music this
idea is growing and then finally I
know who I want to sing it.

And as most of the singers are
friends of Pierre he doesn’t have
too much trouble getting them to
join his little operatic quest.

- I played with many of them in
bands or have met them on stage.
On Liv Kristine and Ashmedi, I
am a great fan of theirs. I asked
Livand we met up when she came
to Paris last year with Leave’s
Eyes and we had an hour back-
stage where we talked about the
project and her character as well
as how to plan the recordings. I
came to the Mastersound studio
last december and it was an ama-
zing day for me because as a fan
I saw her singing my songs and it
was absolutely great.

Ashmedi was contacted by
Pierre’s publisher and he was
quick to accept due to him liking
the song and they subsequently
had discussions on how to mix
his voice and some other ideas
of his and according to Pierre it
turned out well and he also states
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that he found it amazing to work
with Ashmedi and Liv Kristine

But what about the ? are
they tailored to fit the si s Ac—
cording to Pierre it is'a Blt of both,
the material for Liv Kristine was
written with her inmindiso you
could say it was written for her.
The material for Ashmeditwas
not written specifically forthim
but could have been as Pierre
explains that he wanted a singer
with diversity to be able to sing
different voices and Ashmedi fit-
ted that bill perfectly.

ore Between

ierre says that “Between” tur-

ed out to be better than he could

ave expected and that is accor-
ding to his reckonings down to
the qualities of the producer Axel
. Wursthorn whom he describes as
a good guy.

= Fe knows where I want to go
v 1th my music. And from the first
demos to the final result there is a
- big gain and it turned out better
than it was in my head.

Pierre explains that he is very
happy with the result, especially
the voices. He thinks Ashmedi,
Liv Kristine and the other voca-
lists did an excellent job on this
mini album. But it was not only
the vocals, also the acoustic songs
was something he really liked.

- I rediscovered my own songs
working with the guitarist who
did it, a nice surprise for me.

Compared with the album be-
fore, there is a big evolution for
"Between”. This time, Pierre ex-
plains that he had the opportu-
nity to try some new things and
ways to write in difference to ta-
king his time on the debut. This
led to more direct songs and more
focus on the songs rather than on
the album as a whole.

- This is more direct, I wrote

real songs because on “From the
Past” I wrote some songs in a big
opera. On “Between” the songs
are not as connected together so

you can listen to them more sepa-

" rately'which is not really possible

with “From the Past” that you
must hear from beginning to end.

Pierre thinks that ”“Between”
can be a good introduction to
Melted Space because of the fair-
ly short playing time.

- I think that people who hear
it will discover Melted Space, pe-
ople who already know Melted
Space will not be disappointed
and the new ones wi .
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that yet but I can tell you that it
will be a real story in the melted
space, like a movie.

In the nearer future for Melted
Space lies something different,
something other than a new al-
bum. Pierre will take the project
out on tour, an exciting prospect
considering how well Star One
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did a few years back or what
Avantasia did as well. Now it is
time for Pierre and a few friends
to take Melted Space on tour.

- We will tour in France, Swit-
zerland and Belgium during this
fall, in october. I really hope that
we will have the opportunity to
tour in Europe or play in festivals.
The real project for the rest of the
year is to create something live
with Melted Space, something
that I hope I can share with many
people and that they will like

Hallowed PDF-article
Design by Daniel Kallmalm

it. It is a challenge to put to the
stage because I am alone in the
project but I will play with some
of the people who played on the
albums and I will also play with
some new musicians and singer
so I am very happy for that.

In other words there is a lot of
Melted Space to look forward
to if you have found the project
interesting, first touring and la-
ter a new big metal opera album.
"Between”, the mini album out
recently was well received by us
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at Hallowed and the bigger opera
“From the Past” also seems to
have been well received by the
media so for the fans of Ayreon
or Avantasia this might be so-
mething to look at. Check out the
sites on the web for more infor-
mation on where and when you
can see Melted Space live. Some
useful links below.

Our review of Between
Melted Space on Reverbnation
Melted Space on Youtube



http://www.hallowed.se/english/music/reviews/2013/melted_space-between.html
http://www.reverbnation.com/meltedspace
http://www.youtube.com/user/MELTEDSPACE/videos

