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Dreams of being a rock star
works as a television star

Sebastian Bach has been in the music 
industry for some 25 years now 
and after selling millions with 
Skid Row he came on a bad foot 
with the band and decided to quit. 
These last 16 years he’s been doing 
his own thing making television 
appearances, working on Broadway 
and releasing solo albums. 
But his only passion is to be 
the rock star that everyone likes 
him as.



244Hallowed PDF-Magazine
Design: Caj Källmalm

245 Hallowed PDF-Magazine
Design: Caj Källmalm

The story of Bach and 

Skid Row has been told 

so many times it’s com-

pletely unnecessary to 

retell it again, but the four studio 

albums Bach did with the band 

KDV� GHÀQHG�PXFK� RI� %DFKV� HQ-

tire life. In March this year Bach 

UHOHDVHG�KLV�ÀUVW�'9'�ZLWK�OLYH�

recordings from three different 

shows and looking at the set-lists 

on these shows it’s apparent he’s 

KDYLQJ�D�KDUG�WLPH�JHWWLQJ�DZD\�

from the Skid Row years.

Abachalypse Now
,� ZDV� YHU\� QHJDWLYH� DERXW� WKH�

&'�YHUVLRQ� RI� ¶$EDFKDO\SVH�

1RZ·� �WKH� QHZ� OLYH� DOEXP� E\�

Bach) because of the many Skid 

Row songs and the lack of solo 

VRQJV� DQG� ,·YH� EHHQ� ORQJLQJ� IRU�

the chance to get an answer to 

why it was like this… well, here’s 

the answer:

- When you’re playing festi-

YDOV� OLNH� WKH� Hellfest in France 

or Download� )HVWLYDO� RU� ZKDWH-

YHU�DQG�\RX�JHW�D����PLQXWH�VHW��

\RX�FDQ�RQO\�KDYH�HLJKW�RU�QLQH�

songs in the set-list so it’s not re-

ally possible to include the songs 

I want always. I mean if there’s 

��� ���� SHRSOH� RQ� D� OLYH� IHVWL-

YDO� WKH\� FRPH� WR� VHH�PH�GR� WKH�

classic songs, they’re not there 

to hear me do eight songs from 

an album that’s sold a few thou-

sand when the Skid Row songs 

has sold millions so of course it’s 

going to be songs like Youth Gone 
Wild, Monkey Business, 18 And Life 

and those songs. So in a way it’s 

the fans that chose the songs - it’s 

QRW�XS�WR�PH��,�GLGQ·W�LQYHQW�WKH�

music business but I know how 

to entertain a crowd. Just look 

at the reactions from the fans on 

WKH�'9'��,�PHDQ���WKDW�VD\V�LW�DOO��

When I do headline shows and 

KDYH�D�WZR�KRXU�VHW�RU�VRPHWKLQJ��

then it’s not like this but on a fes-

WLYDO� LW·V� WKHVH� VRQJV� WKH\�ZDQW��

they go crazy and I know how to 

make them do that. 

Frontiers idea
$FWXDOO\�� WKLV� LV� D�YHU\�JRRG�H[-

planation and it’s quite logical. 

The only problem then is why 

Bach then chose to record three 

shows like that and not a full 

headline show?

�� :HOO�� ,� GRQ·W� WUDYHO� DURXQG�

ZLWK�D�IXOO�ÀOP�FUHZ�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�

cameras and sound equipment 

and all those things. I didn’t re-

cord these shows, someone else 

GLG�� /LNH� WKH� /$� VKRZ� DW� Club 

Nokia�ZDV� UHFRUGHG� E\� D� WHOHYL-

sion channel and the other shows 

Sebastian Bach on Myspace: 
http://www.myspace.com/sebastianbach

Sebastian Bach on Reverbnation: 
http://www.reverbnation.com/sebastianbach
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E\�RWKHUV�� ,� MXVW�XVHG� WKH�ÀOPHG�

PDWHULDO� ,� KDG� DYDLODEOH� IRU� WKH�

'9'�DQG�LW�ZDV�WKHVH�VKRZV�

But why release it at all then?
- It was Frontiers idea to rele-

DVH�D�'9'�EXW�DFWXDOO\�,·P�YHU\�

KDSS\� WKDW�ZH�GLG� WKH�'9'�EH-

cause if I die tomorrow then at 

OHDVW�\RX·OO�KDYH�WKLV�JUHDW�WKLQJ�

that shows how we did (do) our 

OLYH�VKRZV��,�WKLQN�LW·V�D�JRRG�GR-

FXPHQW�DQG�,�UHDOO\�OLNH�WKH�ÀQDO�

product because it feels really 

professional the whole package 

ZLWK�WKH�SKRWRV�WKH\·YH�XVHG�DQG�

KRZ�WKH\·YH�SUHVHQWHG�LW�DQG�DOO��

,�ZDV�YHU\�KDSS\� WKH�RWKHU�GD\�

when I held it in my hands and 

saw it.

No editing
Could you tell us a bit more 
about the DVD?

- I thinks it’s a really cool thing 

to look at in your home theatre. 

it’s a really high quality product 

ZLWK�KLJK�TXDOLW\�VRXQG�DQG�ÀOP�

MRE�DQG�LW�ORRNV�UHDOO\�FRRO��$OO�WK-

UHH�VKRZV�KDYH�TXLWH�VLPLODU�VHW�

OLVW�EXW�WKH\·UH�VR�YDVWO\�GLIIHUHQW�

with France being outside in the 

sun and really many people in 

the crowd and all. Then the Club 

Nokia�VKRZ�LQ�/$��ZKHUH�LW·V�DOO�

dark and inside and last of all the 

Graspop�IHVWLYDO�ZHUH�LW·V�D�FRP-

plete torrential downpoor, which 

LV� VRPHWKLQJ� ,·YH� QHYHU� VHHQ� RQ�

D� OLYH�'9'�EHIRUH�� ,�ZDV� MXVW� VR�

pissed that day with the rain and 

the show was scheduled so early 

in the day as well but when we 

looked at the show afterwards 

we just thought it was so funny 

DQG�IHOW�LW�KDG�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�'9'�

Sebastian also say he’s seen a 

few comments on the Internet 

about them editing the material 

too much but that’s not the case.

- There was no editing, no one 

did anything. What you see is 

ZKDW�LW�ZDV�DQG�QR�RQH�HYHQ�VDLG�

to the band that it was recorded.

New material
,� GRQ·W� HYHQ� QHHG� WR� DVN� 6HEDV-

tian because he’s so eager to tell 

Sebastian Bachs record label: 
http://www.frontiers.it/

Sebastian Bach on Youtube: 
http://www.youtube.com/DAMNOCRACY
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us about his current work recor-

ding for a new album.

�� $W� WKH� PRPHQW� ,·P� UHFRU-

ding, making demos and stuff, 

writing. I normally likes making 

VWXGLR� DOEXPV� EHWWHU� WKDQ� OLYH�

albums, I think the work suits 

me better with trying different 

VWXII�DQ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��$W�WKH�

moment we’re doing some work 

with John 5 who’s an amazing 

JXLWDULVW� DQG�DOVR�6WHYH�6WHYHQV�

and our new guitar players.

%DFK� ODVW� DOEXP�� ¶.LFNLQJ� 	�

6FUHDPLQJ·� ZDV� ZHOO� UHFLHYHG�

on Hallowed with a score of 5/7 

DQG�%DFK�KLPVHOI�DUH�YHU\�SURXG�

RYHU�WKDW�DOEXP�DQG�KDV�PDGH�LW�

his goal to triumph it with the al-

bum he’s working on.

�� ¶.LFNLQJ� 	� 6FUHDPLQJ·� ZDV�

DPD]LQJ�� $QG� ,� UHDOO\� OLNH� WR�

OLVWHQ�WR�LW��RI�DOO�P\�IDYRULWH�DO-

bums I think it’s the one I prefer 

the most - easily the best album 

,·YH�UHOHDVHG��%DVLFDOO\��ZKDW�,·P�

WU\LQJ� WR� GR� LV� WR� WRS� ¶.LFNLQJ�

	� 6FUHDPLQJ·� ZLWK� ZKDW� ZH·UH�

doing now. If I do that then I 

NQRZ� ZH� KDYH� D� JRRG� DOEXP�

because I really see it as like if I 

only had one album I could lis-

ten to for the rest of my life, it 

ZRXOG�EH�¶.LFNLQJ�	�6FUHDPLQJ·�

at the moment.

Cover art
The only thing criticized in the 

UHYLHZ�RI�¶.LFNLQJ�	�

Screaming’ 

was 

WKH�FRYHU�DUW��ZKLFK�%DFK�VD\�LV�

suppose to represent what the 

album is all about.

�� 7KH� FRYHU� LV� DFWXDOO\� EDVHG�

on the lyrics. In a way it’s sup-

SRVH�WR�EH�D�%DFK�'HVWUR\HU��OLNH�

the Kiss� DOEXP� ¶'HVWUR\HU·� EXW�

in a Bach kind of way. I think it 

looks a bit like that, then there’s 

a Hindu look to it with Bobby 

(Jarzombek) portrayed like Shi-

YD�DQG�WKH�UHDVRQ�WR�WKDW�LV�WKDW�

,·YH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�VHHQ�DV�D�ELW�RI�

a bad boy, like with a really bad 

reputation and the album is a bit 

here comes someone and drags 

Sebastian Bach to hell by his feet, 

kicking and screaming - you 

NQRZ� OLNH� WKH� H[SUHVVLRQ�ZKHQ�

you’re forced to do something 

you really don’t want to. That’s 

what it is.

If you don’t know your Hin-

GX� OLNH�%DFK�GRHV� WKHQ�6KLYD� LV�

sanskrit for “destroyer” and he’s 

seen as a god of many things, one 

RI�ZKLFK�LV�GHDWK�ZKHQ�KH·V�.DOL�

and as Mahâkâla he’s suppose 

to destroy all things. The 

symbolism is quite 

genius actually going 

the full circle back to 

the Kiss�FRYHU�
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Television
7KH� SDVW� WHQ� RU� VR� \HDUV� ZH·YH�

VHHQ�SOHQW\�RI�%DFK�RQ�WHOHYLVLRQ�

DQG�PDQ\�PLJKW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�

is because Bach wants the atten-

tion and has an ego to feed but 

that’s not the way he sees it.

- It’s necessary for me to work 

to pay my bills and afford li-

YLQJ�� VR� WKDW·V� ZK\� ,� GR� WHOHYL-

sion work and that kind of stuff. 

,� PHDQ�� ,� KDYH� ELOOV� WR� SD\� OLNH�

HYHU\RQH� HOVH� DQG� ,� GRQ·W� NQRZ�

many people that can just deny 

this kind of work. It’s not a dre-

am work, I’m not making dreams 

come true by doing things like 

Celebrity Fit Club� RU� ZKDWHYHU�

but life isn’t always about ma-

NLQJ� GUHDPV� FRPLQJ� WUXH�� (YH-

rything in life can’t be that, you 

NQRZ"�%XW�,�QHHG�LW�WR�KDYH�D�QLFH�

life so if that’s what it takes to get 

LW�WKHQ�ZKDWHYHU�

%DFK�HYHQ�JRHV�DV�IDU�DV�VD\LQJ�

he don’t care about it - like most 

people do with their boring day-

MREV� �� DQG� VD\V�KH�KDV� HYHQ� IRU-

gotten about some of the things 

he’s done already.

- Maybe it’s because I don’t care 

that people thinks I should be in 

their shows, I don’t know. But I 

UHDOO\�GRQ·W�JLYH�D�VKLW�DERXW�WKDW�

VWXII��0RVW�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�,·YH�HYHQ�

forgotten about - like some guy 

saw me in a mall once and said 

KH�ORYHG�PH�LQ�7KH�/LVW�DQG�,�MXVW�

went “what the fuck is The List? 

I seriously didn’t know what the 

guy was talking about and it took 

me quite a while to remember 

,·G�GRQH�VHYHUDO�HSLVRGHV�RI�WKLV�

VKRZ� IRU� 9+�� ¶FDXVH� ,·G� IRUJRW�

WKDW� LW� HYHQ� H[LVWHG�� 7KDW·V� KRZ�

little I care.

$QG�WKHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�GLIIHUHQFHV�

EHWZHHQ� EHLQJ� D� WHOHYLVLRQ� VWDU�

and a rock star…

- People don’t care about tele-

YLVLRQ� WKDW�PXFK��:KHQ�D� VKRZ�

LV� RYHU�� SHRSOH� GRQ·W� UHDOO\� WDON�

about it anymore and that’s pret-

W\�PXFK�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�URFN�¶Q·�

UROO�� 3HRSOH� QHYHU� VWRS� WKLQNLQJ�

and talking about rock. The big-

gest difference as I see it is that 

79�LV�ZRUN��URFN�LV�D�GUHDP��%H-

ing a rock star is my only dream.

%HIRUH� ZH� HQG� RXU� FRQYHUVD-

tion Sebastian thanks me for my 

VXSSRUW� ZLWK� ¶.LFNLQJ� 	� 6FUHD-

ming’ and say that he’ll go back 

to work with his new album after 

WKLV�GD\�RI�LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�D�JRDO�

RI�VHOOLQJ����PLOOLRQ�FRSLHV�RI� LW��

$QG�,�KRSH�KH�GRHV��

.HHS�\RXU�H\HV�RSHQ�IRU�LW�

Fixxxer

Conclusion
6HEDVWLDQ�%DFK�LV�D�FRQWURYHUVLDO�

person and as he said he has been 

seen as somewhat of a bad boy 

with multiple arrests and plenty 

RI�FRQWURYHUVLDO�EHKDYLRU��%XW�KH�

LV�DOVR�D�UHDOO\�QLFH�JX\��,·YH�UHDOL-

zed that after talking to him and 

most of the things he’s done actu-

ally makes perfect sense once you 

KHDU�KLV�H[SODQDWLRQ�WR�WKHP�

Sebastian Bach official website: 
http://sebastianbach.com/
Kicking & Screaming review: 

http://www.hallowed.se/english/
music/reviews/2011/sebastian_bach-

kicking&screaming.html


